LANGHORNE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

STATEMENT OF FAITH

As Christians within the Presbyterian tradition, one way we express our faith is through written
confessions. We affirm statements of the early church, such as the Apostle’s Creed, along with other
creeds, confessions and catechisms contained in the Book of Confessions. These confessions are
subordinate standards in the church, subject to the authority of Jesus Christ as He is proclaimed and
revealed in the Scriptures. As times and needs change, we continue to clarify the faith and apply it in
today’s society.

We believe in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who always was, is and will be. God is all
powerful, and perfectly holy. We believe that all things, seen and unseen were designed and created by
God for his purposes. In sovereign love God reigns over his universe with providential care. God exists in
both perfect love and perfect justice.

We believe that God created humankind in his image for fellowship with him and community with one
another. But the first humans rebelled against God and his good commands, losing fellowship with God
and breaking community with one another. We believe that this first sin has tainted the lives of all
persons; that having lost our fellowship with God, each of us lives in a sinful state which is separation
from communion with God. This separation from God has resulted in broken relationships with each
other and misunderstanding of our selves.

We believe that God in his perfect holiness cannot look upon sin and that sinful persons cannot stand in
his presence. In his perfect justice God rightly condemns us to death, which is separation from his
eternal presence and his perfect love.

We believe that in his perfect love and never ending mercy, God the Father has sent his one and only
Son to redeem sinful humanity. Jesus atoned for our sins and restored our fellowship with God. This
restoration also has yielded a right relationship with others and a right understanding of our selves.

We believe that in Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit, God became a
man; revealing both the fullness of God and the fullness of human life lived in fellowship with and
obedience to God. Jesus lived among us, healing the sick, loving the outcast and teaching us the ways of
God’s Kingdom. Tempted in every way as we are, he did not sin.

We believe that in perfect obedience to the Father’s will, Jesus willingly suffered death on a cross, taking
upon himself all human sin — the sinless one receiving the punishment due the sinful ones. But death
could not hold him and on the third day he rose bodily from death to life. He ascended into heaven and
now lives ever to intercede for us.

We believe that in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has opened the way to salvation
which is the free gift of eternal fellowship with God and purposeful and abundant living in this life. Jesus
is God’s sole provision for the salvation of humankind; the only way, the only truth and the only life that
leads to reconciliation with God and others.

We believe that this gift of salvation is by God’s grace alone received through faith alone by no human
works or merit. This gift is ours to receive as we confess our need of a Savior repenting of our sinful
state. We believe that nothing can separate those who have received the grace of God from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.



We believe that aside from the saving grace of God offered in Jesus Christ, all human persons will
receive the punishment due them: the pain and anguish of eternal separation from God.

We believe that having received the gracious gift of salvation, we are called to a life of sanctification
which is the daily work of living a holy and godly life. Empowered by Jesus’ promised gift of the Holy
Spirit, we are to practice daily prayer, daily study of the Scriptures, and continuous fellowship with one
another as we joyfully await the return of Jesus and his coming Kingdom.

We believe that the church is the Body of Christ, Jesus being its head and Lord. The Body consists of
those who claim him as Savior and Lord, in all times and all places, regardless of denominational identity.

We believe that Langhorne Presbyterian Church is but one small part of the Body of Christ and that we
are called to worship, grow, connect, serve and share as God’s people in our time and place.

We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, inspired by the Holy Spirit, are the
infallible Word of God, perfectly useful for instruction, correction, reproof and training in righteousness.

We believe that through the Scriptures and by the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit, God calls his
people to live lives of holiness, obedient and submissive to God in all aspects of our lives.

We believe, then, among other things that God calls us to:

e Worship God in spirit and truth

e Honor and respect all people as made in the image of God

e Care for all people without regard to race, ethnicity, nationality, economic or social status, beliefs
or (lack thereof), sexual orientation, political preference(s), or the expectation of repayment

e Be truthful and honest in all our dealings with everyone

e Be sober and practice self-control in all aspects of our lives

e Be joyful, pray continually and give thanks in all circumstances

e Use our God-given gifts to build up Christ’s body, the church

e Honor chastity in singleness and fidelity in marriage which is Biblically defined as between one
man and one woman

e Present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God, to live in the world, to serve God and do His will,
and yet not be enticed by the false promises of the world

e Live in the power of the indwelling Spirit allowing us to choose to do good and not fulfill the lust
of the flesh. We understand that in this life our worldly desires will never be fully eradicated but
we must choose through the power of the Holy Spirit to keep the flesh in subjection to Jesus Christ

e Carry the Good News of the Gospel of Salvation in Jesus Christ to all people everywhere in the
world using words and deeds

Finally, we believe that we must pray because prayer is our communication with God: we must pray
because it is the avenue by which God through the Holy Spirit enlightens our minds with respect to Holy
Scripture; we must pray as intercessors for our sins and the sins of a fallen world; and we must pray
because our Holy and all-loving God delights to have fellowship with us and we, his children, are made
better than our fallen natures by such fellowship.
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